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" The long mournful, and aorely distresaed " Isaac 
Penington, so justly eateemod aa an Apostle and a 
chief Pillar in the Quaker Church— the Paul of 
Quakerism, — whose flowing and lovely doctrinal 
writings have been reverenced universally by tnw 
Quakers for two centuries, and regarded as Brillianln 
of the first water, has of late years been shelved, 
forgotten and rejected by the Society of 
Friends. Kings have arisen, who knew not thif i 
mighty Joseph, and who have no scruple at slightii 
and impeaching Ms heavenly Writings. 

Nevertheless, as one here and there are raised n] 
and convinced of the Quakers" Principles, they « 
and do appreciate him, and his words as 
unalterable Mind of the Spirit in ail ages — as fall v 
of Divine Life and Savour, devoid of any Mixture,— ^ 
a true Looking Glass, answering the Spirit's Ileve' (, 
lations in their own hearts. Sweeter than honey « ^ 
the honey-comb. They are so to the writer of this; ^ 
and as, from time to time, some one has been raise! .v 
up to revive and reproduce portions of Ma works, » „ 
now a concern has been felt to republish five or nil 
short Extracts, which seem so appropriate and appli- li 
cable to the present state of the Society of Friend 1 *, 



and the Novel Doctrines .so prevalent, and so at 
variance with Sound Quakerism.- — Not only did I. P. 
Believe in the Truth, but in proof of his sincerity, 
Buffered for it by long and cruel imprisonments. 

Friends commonly say, wo belters in the Scriptures, 
and therefore need not regard Fox, Penn, Barclay, 
Penington, Crisp, Scott, &e., — really meaning these 
Worthies are unscriptural ; — whereas, in truth they 
abound in, and confirm all Scripture. I venture 
to assert, that, for every text adduced by the New 
dispensation of Friends, in favour of their so-called 
Evangelical Doctrincs,aud in disparagement of Quaker 
Writings, that there can bo two at least clear 
«xts produced iu favour of trne Quakerism. 
Christ, as a Seed of Life in all men, is the 
' larmonioua and united theme, burden, and Starting 
>oint of all early Quaker Writings, tho' varying 
in expression. This Seed is seldom now mentioned, 
ecause not believed in. The theme, burden, and 
Parting Point of Modem Friends seems to be the 
)ntward Manifestation of Christ only; and tho 
loly Spirit as somo indefinite thing, not manifesting 
fielf before the day of Pentecost. 
It is earnestly entreated that the following pages 
taay be carefully read by Friends, without prejudice. 

PRISCILLA PITT. 
iiitcham, Surrey, 
18?n. 



TRUE FAITH AND FALSE FAIT 

Therk is a faith which is of a man's self ; and a faith w 
is the gift of God ; or a power of believing, which is ft 
in the nature of fallen man : and a power of belie' 
which is given from above. As there are two births, 
first and the second, so they have each their faith ; 
each believe with their faith, and seem to lay hold or 
same thing for life ; and the contention about the inh 
ance will not be ended, till God determine it. Cain 
sacrifice with his faith, and he believes he aha! 
accepted ; if he had not believed so, he would not I 
been bo angry when he found it otherwise : and 
Garnish spirit in man, the vagabond from the life of ( 
which hath not an habitation in God, nor the eternal 
of God abiding in him, is busy with the same faith at 
day, and hath the same expectation from it as Cain h 

This is the root of the false religion ; of the false hi 
of the false peace i of the false joy; of the false rest 
the false comfort ; of the false assurance ; as the othi 
of the true. In this faith, which is of man, and in 
improvement of it, stands all the knowledge, zeal, devc 
and worship of the world in general, and of the woi 
part in every man in pariicular : but the true knowle 
the true zeal, the true devotion, the true worship, st; 
in the faith which is given of God, to them which are 
of the immortal seed ; which lives in God, and in vr 
God liveth for ever. 

Now it deeply concerns every man, to consider I 
which of these his knowledge, religion, and worship 
ceed, and in which of them they stand. For if I 
proceed from, and stand in, the faith which i: 
they cannot please God, not conduce to the salva 




But though they may taste very pleasantly to 

Jate now, and administer much hope and satis- 

ion (o him at present, yet they will fail at the time of 

hrist said concerning the righteousness of 

e Scribes and Pharisees, so may I concerning this faith ; 

Except year faith, with the works of it, exceed that faith, 

wd all the works of it (even to the uttermost improvement 

'<ofj which is to be found in man's nature, it mill never 

I lead you to the kingdom of Cod, nor be able to give yon 

I any right to the inheritance of life — for he that will inherit, 

it be the right heir, must have the faith of Abraham, 

. the faith of Isaac ; which springs up from the root of life 

n the seed ; and this leads the seed into that spring of 

it of which it shot forth as a branch) which is the 

inheritance promised to the seed. And here is Christ, 

Alpha and Omega, in every particular soul where life is 

begun and perfected, running its course through time, 

back to that which was before the beginning. 

Therefore observe and consider well, what this faith 
which is of a man's self can do ; and how far it may go 
in the changing of man, and in producing a conformity of 
r of the Scriptures. And then consider 
;i shut out, what it cannot do, what change it 
it make, what it cannot conform to ; that so the true 
:tion may be let into the mind, and not a foundation 
jf so great a mistake in a matter of so great concern- 

n may believe the history of the Scriptures ; yea, 

d all the doctrines of them (so far as he can reach them 

h his understanding) with this faith which is of man. 

|f this faith a man can believe a history probably 

o by this faith he believes the histories of 

: Scriptures, which are more than pttAia-Urj tt\iW&. 





ie faith he may 
the Scriptures. 
Reading a relation of the Fall of man, of the recovery by 
Christ, thai there is no other way to life, &c, this faith 
can believe the relation of these things, as well as it can 
believe the relation of other things. 

2. This being believed from the relation of the history of 
these things, it naturally sets all the powers of man on work 
( kindling theunderstanding, will, andaffections) towards the 
avoiding of misery, and the aitaining of happiness. What 
would not a man do to avoid perpetual extremity of misery 
on soul and body for ever, and lo obtain a crown of ever- 
lasting blessedness ? This boils the affections to til 
height, and sets the understanding on work to the utmost, 
to gather all the rules of Scripture, and to practise all tht 
duties and ordinances therein mentioned. What can fbt 
Scripture propose to be believed, that he will not believe! I 
What can it propose to be done, that he will not dor 
Must he pray ? He will pray- Must he hear ? He will 
hear. Must he read? He will read. Must he meditated 
He will meditate. Must he deny himself, and all his own 
righteousness and duties, and hope only for salvation u 
the merits of Christ? He will seem to do that too; nod 
say, when he has done all he can, he is but an unprofitable 
servant. Does the Scripture say, he can do nothing with 
out the Spirit? He will acknowledge that too, and hi; 
hopes he has the Spirit. God has promised the Spirit IB 
them that ask it ; and be has asked long, and asks still. 
and therefore hopes he has it. Thus man, by a natural 
faith, grows up and spreads into a great tree, and id vtaj 
confident and much pleased; not perceiving the defect U 
his root, and what all his growth here will come to. 



3- This being done with much seriousness and industry, 
there must needs follow a great change in man : bis 
understanding will be more and more enlightened ; his 
more and more conformed to that to which he thus 
gives himself up, and to which he thus bends himself with 
all his strength ; his affections more and more warmed ; 
he will find a kind of life and growth in this, according to 
b kind. Let a man's heart be in any kind of study or 
knowledge, applying 1 1 i ri 1 . - ■_ " f strictly to it, he gathers 
erstanding in his mind, and warmth in his affection; 
t is also here. Yea, this being more excellent in itself, 
it needs produce a more excellent understanding, and 
ore excellent warmth, and have a greater power and 
influence opon the will. 

4. Now, how easy is it for a man to mistake here, and 
call this the truth 1 First, he mistakes this for the true 
faith ; and then he mistakes in applying to this all that 
which belongs to the true faith : and thus entering into 
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It of er 



t, he ( 



his religion, from the beginning to the end. He sees a 
change made by this in him ; and this he accounts the 

conversion and regeneration. This leads him to ask, 
and seek, and pray; and thic he accounts the true praying, 

rrue seriting, ihe true asking. This cleanseth {after 
its kind) his undersund:ng. will, am! affections; and this 
he takes fur the true Muctification. The justification 
which is to Ihe true believer, he also applies to this faith ; 

bo he has a peace, a eatisfactioa, a rest here, and a 
hope of happiness hereafter. The growth of this faith, 
and great spreading of it into all this knowledge, zeal, and 
devotion, hath not changed the nature of it all this while ; 

t is the same that it was at the beginning, even a 
power of nature in the first birth ; and all these fruits ate 
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nature, which is still alive 
ver kill the principle out of 
it grows ; but feeds it more, and fattens it for the slat 
Thus far this faith can go; hut then there is sorr 
it is shut out of at the very fits! : there is somewh; 
faith cannot receive, believe, or enter into. What is 
It is the life, the power, the inward part of this. T 
it may seem to have unity with all the Scriptures 
letter; yet it cannot have unity with one Script 
the life : for its nature is shut out of the nature 
things there witnessed. As for instance, it may I 
literal knowledge of Christ, according as the Sci 
relates; of his birth, preaching, miracles, death, 
recti on, ascension, intercession, &c. Yea, but the 
spoken of it knowelh not. The nature of Christ (wl 
the Christ) is hid from that eye. So it may have a 
knowledge of the blood of Christ, and of justificatior 
the life of the blood which livingly justifieth, thai 
cannot feel ; but can only talk of it, according 1 
relation it reads in the Scripture. So it may have a 
knowledge of sanctifi cation ; but the thing that sanct 
it cannot receive into itself. So for redemption, ] 
joy, hope, love, ftc, it may get into the outward p 
all these ; but the inward part, the life, the spirit of 
it is shut out of, and cannot touch or come near ; ni 
it witness that change which is felt and known here, 
here is the great contention in the world between 
two births ; the one contending for their knowledge : 
LETTER, and the other contending for their know 
in the LIFE. 

The faith which is the gift of Cod is that pou 
believing which springs out of the seed of eternal life 
leavens the heart, not with notions of knowledge, bul 
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of life. It springs out of a seed of life given, 
and grows up in the life of that seed, and feeds on nothing 
but the flesh and blood of Christ; in which is the living 
virtue, and immortal nourishment of thai which is immortal. 



PENINGTON'S CONVERSION. 

My heart from my childhood was pointed towards the 
Lord, whom I feared and longed after from my tender 
s ; wherein I felt, that I could not be satisfied with, 
nor indeed seek after, the things of this perishing world, 
which naturally pass away ; but I desired true sense of 
unity with that which abideth for ever. There was 
somewhat indeed then still within me, even the seed of 
eternity, which leavened and balanced my spirit almost 
Continually ; but I knew it not distinctly, so as to turn to 
it, and give up to it, entirely and understandlngly. * * * 

Now, surely, all serious, sober, sensible people, will be 
ready to inquire, how I came satisfyingly to know the 
Lord at length ; or whether I do yet certainly know him, 
ind am yet truly satisfied ? 

Yes indeed, I am satisfied at my very heart. Truly 
my heart is united to him whom 1 longed after, in an 
everlasting covenant of pure life and peace. Well then, 
how came this about f will some say. Why thus. The 
Lord opened my spirit, the Lord gave me the certain and 
sensible feeling of the pure seed, which had heen with 
me from the beginning; the Lord caused his holy power 
to fall upon me, and gave me such an inward demons- 
tration and feeling of the Seed of life, that I cried 
my spirit, "This is he, this U b,e\ tb,«TB \» 



" 
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another, there never was another. He was always 
. near me, though I knew him not, (not so sensibly, not so 
distinctly, as now he was revealed in me and to me by 
the Father ;) O that I might now he joined to him, and he 

1 alone might live in me !" And so, in the willingness 
which God had wronght in me, in this day of his power to 
my soul, I gave up to be instructed, exercised, and led by 
him, in the waiting for and feeling of his holy seed, that 
all might be wrought out of me which could not live with 
the seed, but would be hindering the dwelling and reigning 
of the seed in me, while it remained and had power. And 
so, I have gone through a sore travail, and fight of 
afflictions and temptations of many kinds; wherein the 
Lord hath been merciful to me in helping me, and pre- 
serving the spark of life in me, in the midst of many things 
which had befallen me, whose nature tended lo quench 
and extinguish it. 

Now, I cannot be silent (true love and pure life 
stirring in me and moving me,) hut am necessitated to 
testify of it to others ; and this is it, lo retire inwardly, 
and wait to feel somewhat of the Lord, somewhat of his 
Holy Spirit and power, discovering and drawing from that 
which is contrary to him, and into his holy nature and 
heavenly image. Thus have we learned of the Lord, to 
wit, not by the high, striving, aspiring mind ; but by lying 
low, and being contented with a little. If but a crumb of 
bread, (yet if bread,] if but a drop of water, (yet if water,) 
we have been contented with it, and also thankful to the 
Lord (or it ; nor by thoughtfulness and wise searching 
and deep considering with our own wisdom and reason 
have we obtained it ; but in the still, meek, and humble 
waiting, have we found that brought into the death, 

. which is not to know the mysteries of God's kingdom ; 








i that which is to live, made alive and increase in life. 
Therefore, he that would truly know the Lord, let him 
take heed of his own reason and understanding. I tried 
s way very far ; for I considered most seriously and 
uprightly; I prayed, I read the Scriptures, I earnestly 
red to understand and find out, whether that, which 
people, called QUAKERS, testified of, was the only 
way and truth of God (as they seemed to me but to 
pretend ;) but, for all this, prejudices multiplied upon me, 
strong reasonings against them, which appeared to 
as unanswerable. But when the Lord revealed his 
I in me, and touched my heart therewith, which ad- 
ministered true life and virtue to me, I presently felt them 
e the children of the Most High, and so grown up in 
his life, power, and holy dominion, (as the inward eye, 
being opened by the Lord sees,) as drew forth from me 
great reverence of heart and praises to the Lord, who had 
so appeared among men in these latter days. And as 
God draweth, in any respect, O give up in faithfulness to 
! Despise the shame, take up the cross ; for indeed 
a way which is very cross to man, and which his 
wisdom will exceedingly be ashamed of; but that must be 
| denied and turned from, and the secret sensible drawings 
of God's Spirit waited for and given up to. Mind people : 
He that will come into th< 

the OBEDIENCE of it. The light of life, which God 
bath hid in the heart, is 



ON THE OUTWARD CHRIST. 



itching the outward which ye say we del 
I because of our testimony to the inward, I ha.\t fttopeWCi^ 
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solemn testimony thereto ; and God knowelh 
ifying t( 

the inward (from which the outward came) doth not male 
the outward void, but rather establish it in its place ; 
service. God himself, who knew what virtue was in 
inward, yet hath pleased to make use of the outward; 
and who may contradict or slight his wisdom and counsel 
therein? Glorious was the appearance and manifestation 
of his Son in flesh ; precious his subjection and holy 
obedience to his Father ; his giving himself up to death 
for sinners, was of great esteem in his eye! I[ was a spot- 
less sacrifice of great value, and effectual for the remission 
of sins : and I do acknowledge humbly unto the Lord the 
remission of my sins thereby, and bless the Lord for it; 
even for giving up his Son to death for us all, and giving 
all that believe in his name and power to partake of re- 
mission through him. And seeing it is thus with me; 
seeing the root of the matter is in me, oh 1 how can any 
man, that hopes to he redeemed by my Lord and Saviour, 
reproach me for speaking of the MYSTERY, without 
the least derogation to the outward, or what was done 
fay him in the outward ! But if I should speak ve- 
hemently concerning men's neglecting the mystery, and 
setting up that which is outward instead of it and without 
it, I should not be condemned, but justified of the Lord in 
sodoing. Indeed, there is a great and weighty charge 
from God's Spirit upon the professors of this age, 
departing from the inward, (I mean that sweet senge, 
which, in some measure, God gave them in former times 
of the inward) and magnifying and striving to establish 
that which they apprehend concerning the outward, — wiih- 
and against it. 



MISAPPLICATION OF THE PROMISES. 

The promises of God are great and precious, and give 
to partake of the divine nature those that wait upon the 
Lord in the faith and obedience of his truth. Now, there 
estates and conditions to which they do belong ; and 
there are estates and conditions to which they do not 
belong; and if any one apply any promise to himself, he 
not being in that estate and condition to which that 
promise belongs, hi: deceives In scut, and sucks not in 
true sweetness and •.omfon of the promise, but of his 
i imaginary appieher-inr.s concerning the promise. 
There is a state of wovndfog, of judging, of God's 
pleading with the tool, because of sin and transgression. 
Now, he that breaks and wounds, he alone can bind up 
d heal ; and the Lord <b to be waited upon in the way 
of his judgments, until he see meet to bind up and heal. 
Now, the Lord ht.ila by the same Spirit and power 
wherewith he wounds; bu- it is hard to lie under the 
judgment, to bear the indignation of the Lord, and to keep 
open the wound which I": makes, til! he pour in the oil 
id heal. For there is that near, which will be offering 
i heal before the season, and will be bringing in 
promises, and applying promises, otherwise than the Spirit 
of the Lard intendcth or applieth them. Now this is 
diligently to be watched against, that the hurt of the soul 
(judged and wounded by the Spirit of the Lord) be not 
healed slightly, and peace spoken to it, and an expectation 
and hope raised in it, which is not of the Lord. But, this 
is the right way, even to give up to feel that which wounds, 
and to receive the waundings of thy soul's friend, and lie 
low before him in the wounded state, waiting upon him in 
the way of his judgments and righteous m&vgtu'Cvro.-, <& 



the same that wounded, speak peace. For, the same te 
speak peace, and not another; " I the Lord w ound. an_ _ 
heal ; I kill, and I make alive." " Ind pn u fint i» min» *^jpl 
mercy is mine ; and they both issue from my.lyis." See 
also Isa. xii. I, So every one, that would not be deceived 
about, nor misapply the promises, wait to feel that in ' 
which leads into the condition to which the promiie 
belongs, and to be led into and kept in the condition by it. 



KEY TO THE SCRIPTURES. 



Ui j* God's free 
Scriptures of Truth ; 



Wait for the key of knowledge, w 
Do not go with a false key to thi 

o know tfce 

meaning of the Scriptures, and to enter into the things of 
God, and so he climbs up over the door with his own 
understanding; but he has not patience to wait to know 
the door, and to receive the key which opens and shuts 
the door ; and by this means he gathers death out of 
words which came from life. And this I dare positively 
affirm, that all that have gone this way to work have but 
a dead knowledge; and it is death in them that feed upon 
.this knowledge, and the life is not raised. Consider now 
the weight of this counsel in the true balance : there is no 
opening of the Scriptures but by the true &ey, nor is 
there any coming at the key till the Lord please to give it. 
What then is to be done, but only to wait (in the silence 
of that part which would be forward, and running before- 
hand) till the key be given, and to know how to receive it, 
as it is offered in the light ; and not to wait in the will, i 
expect to receive it according to observations in the fleshly 
wisdom from the letter. 
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Let not thy undemanding have the managing of this 
key, when it is given ; but know the true opener, the 
skilful user of the key, the hand which can only turn the 
key aright ; and let him have the managing both of his 
own key, and of thine understanding. Do not run in thine 
own understanding, or in thine own will, to search out the 
meaning of Scripture ; for then thou feedest with the 
Scripture that which it is the intent of all words of life to 
destroy ; but as thou waitedst for the key at first, so con- 
ily wait for the appearances and movings of the user 
the key, and he will shut out thy understanding and 
11 continually, which would still be running after the 
literal part of Scriptures ; and let thee into the life both of 
the prophecies and doctrines thereof. Man, when he hath 
received a true gift from God, he would be managing of it 
himself, and to be sure he will manage it for himself; (for 
the gratifying and pleasing of himself, and not for God ;) 
and then Cod, being provoked, takes away the substance, 
and leaves him the shell. 



CHRIST'S KINGDOM IN THE HEART. 

Christ's kingdom, God's kingdom, the kingdom of 
heaven, (for they are all one and the same,) is that seed 
of eternal life which God hath hid in the hearts of the 
sons of men, whereby he gathereth them back unto himself, 
bringeth them under the yoke of his government, ruleth 
over them, and reigneth in them. 

This kingdom is likened to a grain of mustard-seed, for 
its smallness ; to a pearl, for its riches, value and worth ; 
and to leaven, for its spreading nature. And many other 
parables did Christ make use of to discovet it. Vj ; as,\n » 
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piece of silver, which the woman that lost it, lighting the 
candle, sweeping the house and searching it diligently, »t 
length found it even there where she had lost it 

Man, fallen from God, is become lost as to the Lord, 
and as to his happiness in the Lord; being driven front 
his blessed presence and divine image, life and spirit, into 
the earthly spirit, image and life, which he chose : j-i 
this earth, in this field of the world, God hath hid s 
what, even the everlasting pearl; which, when m 
awakened to seek, and findeth in the liviny breath, 1 
eternal light of life, it is able to redeem him ; it is a! 
overspread (he becoming subject to the laws, leadings, 
teachings and power of it| and leaven him into the like- 
ness and image of the pure life and spirit. 

CM that men knew the gift of God I O that men knelt 
the purchase of the blood of Christ ! O that men knew 
that spiritual good thing, which Christ (who died for ther 
hath given to redeem them by ! that in that they might 
he united to Christ, and so by him be renewed and restored 
to God. For, as the Father receiveth none but through 
the Son, so the Son receiveth none but IN THAT GIFT 
which be hestoweth from the Father. He ownsth I 
faith, no love, no hope, no repentance, no obedience, 
but what spriiigeth from that, and standsth in that. 
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